
Welcome to this first edition of a new-look 
newsletter from the Prostate Cancer Foundation.

In 2013 the Foundation established a new National Office in 
Auckland, and I was pleased to accept the role of CEO in August.  
Our new office in Albany provides an excellent working environment, 
with room for storage and dispatch of promotional and awareness 
materials, and also a place to meet with supporters and volunteers. 
If you are in the area, please visit and say hello! 

This newsletter tells stories of much activity, and many committed 
people who do all sorts of amazing things to both raise awareness 
of prostate cancer, and raise funds for us to fulfil our Mission. 

Both Claire and I hope you are inspired and encouraged by these 
people and their activities – we certainly have been. 
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Blue September
The Blue September message 

was everywhere - on TV, radio, 
websites, shops, magazines, 
newspapers, and even on the back 
of buses! New Zealanders had the 
“get checked” message aimed at 
them from all quarters – and the 
indications are very strong that 
this message is getting through to 
New Zealand men. Overall, nearly 
$500,000 was raised by sponsors, 
businesses and individuals during 
Blue September!

Ambassadors

We really appreciate the great 
team of ambassadors who spread 
the Blue September message at 
events and through media stories 
and interviews. This has a real 
impact on getting our message 
out there and we applaud their 
willingness to even risk life and 
limb for the cause.

Skywalk for Blue September 

No- one does more than our 
Patron, Sir Peter Leitch (aka the 
Mad Butcher). Building playhouses 
at Placemakers Cook St in the 
pouring rain for a Breakfast TV 
promotion was just one example 
of his dedicated support for the 
Foundation. 

We can’t thank him enough 
for his passion and energy in 
spreading our message.

Sam Wallace (TVNZ Breakfast), Sir Peter Leitch 
and the Blue Streak 

New ambassadors this year 
included the Vodafone Warriors 
and iconic entertainer Frankie 
Stevens. 

Sponsors

Placemakers, our major sponsor, 
got their branches into action 
again and overall raised $307,464. 

This is a great result.  We are 
very thankful for all their support 
that came from many different 
events and promotions, including 
selling Swanndri “Get Checked” 
undies, and some branches 
providing PSA tests at their trade 
breakfast events.

Placemakers events included 
tradies’ breakfasts, golf 
tournaments, raffles, quiz nights, 
auctions, a Mud Rush – but the 
top fundraiser was the amazing 
Southern Scooter Challenge 
ride organised by Placemakers 
Invercargill branch. 

Riding 220kms between 
Invercargill and Queenstown on 
a 50cc step-thru scooter on a cool 
spring day is not for the faint 
hearted. 

But 100 riders entered the 
Challenge and, with all their 
collective fundraising and 
sponsorship, raised over $61,000! Frankie Stevens

http://www.blueseptember.org.nz


Cory’s Electrical

The Cory's Head Office team 
decided to set the pace for their 
fundraising for Blue September 
with a 24-hour marathon run – in 
their warehouse! Using a treadmill, 
the team members were each 
rostered to do their “laps” which 
culminated in them covering 
223km and raising $10,000. Adding 
this to all the other activities 
across their branch network 
resulted in a donation cheque for 
$35,000! Well done, and thank you 
immensely for your support. 

Other sponsors did excellent 
work supporting Blue September:

• Sky City provided hospitality for 
Blue September events

• The Coffee Club sold Blue 
September wristbands and  
5 cents from every coffee and 
raised $26,347

• Barkers’ Menswear donated 
proceeds from sales of jeans and 
socks and raised $12,008

• M2 Magazine provided 
advertising and editorial in both 
M2 and M2 Woman

• Vintage Harvest have pledged 
a donation of $8,000 from the 
sales of their Lycoplus tomatoes 
sold through Countdown 
supermarkets

• Auto Super Shoppes sold a 
promotional pen containing the 
awareness message and raised 
over $10,000.

The Great Grape Ride

When Tony Nicklin decided to 
team up with some friends and 
cycle from London (England) to 
Valencia in Spain, his own prostate 
cancer was the impetus to add 
a fundraising and awareness 
component to the trip. He set 
up an online fundraising page, 
emailed all his friends, colleagues 
and family, and the result was over 
$14,000 raised for the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation. And he reports 
the trip was a great experience 
as well, and he would like to 
do another trip on his bike to 
continue to spread the word and 
raise more funds.

Rural Women – Y Front Up For 
Prostate Cancer Campaign

Prostate Cancer awareness 
featured strongly in rural New 
Zealand as the members of Rural 
Women NZ adopted Prostate 
Cancer Foundation as their charity 

to support in 2013. Following on 
from their previous breast cancer 
awareness campaigns, this year 
they decided it was time for their 
rural men to get the message. 
Through many events at groups 
up and down NZ they promoted 
the awareness message and raised 
funds through an innovative “Y 
Front Up” campaign. 

Entry in the design-a-y-front competition

 Prostate Cancer Foundation 
CEO Graeme Woodside and 
Board member Richard Kittelty 
attended the national conference 
in November and were presented 
with a cheque for $26,600 from 
their collective fundraising 
activities.

Upcoming Events
• Postie Rural Male Run  

9th February 2014

To promote prostate cancer 
awareness, a group of 
adventurous riders are 
embarking on "The Rural 
Male Run" on Postie Bikes 
from Picton to Queenstown in 
seven days. You can support 
them with a donation at 
www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/
postiebikeadventure 

Hosing down after the Mud Rush

PSA testing at Placemakers Tradies Breakfast

http://prostate.org.nz/great-grape-ride/
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/postiebikeadventure/
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/postiebikeadventure/


Ministry of Health Launches 
Prostate Cancer Campaign

In late November the Minister 
of Health Hon Tony Ryall 
announced the introduction of 
new information resources “to 
raise awareness of prostate cancer 
and ensure all men have access 
to quality information and care.” 
These brochures, posters and 
booklets have been distributed to 
medical centres and GPs clinics 
throughout New Zealand, as the 
first stage of the implementation 
of recommendations from the 
Prostate Cancer Taskforce. You can 
access these new resources here, 
at local medical centres and the 
MoH website.

Prostate Cancer 
Foundation 
President, Mark 
von Dadelszen, 
has recently 
been appointed 
to the Prostate 

Cancer Working Group that is 
tasked with guiding “the 
successful implementation of the 
Ministry’s Prostate Cancer 
Awareness and Quality 
Improvement Programme (AQIP).” 

Mark comments “the campaign 
should not only improve men’s 
health but also lead to improved 
overall primary health care for 
men. In the past GPs have not 
been given clear guidance about 
how to screen for prostate cancer 
and what to tell their patients" he 
says. "Patients haven’t always been 

given a consistent message, and 
that means fewer men are advised 
about getting their prostates 
checked than should be.” 

Recently debate has arisen in 
the media about the Ministry 
of Health brochures. For a full 
response of the Foundation’s 
position on PSA testing visit our 
website.

Our New Website

Check out the new and updated 
website at www.prostate.org.nz 
and let us have your comments 
and feedback. There is a lot more 
information and it is easier to find. 
Check out the latest prostate news 
from around the world and also 
upcoming events on the calendar.

Our resources such as brochures 
and posters are available to 
download and there are links to a 

wide variety of other information 
resources.

Become a Member
The Prostate Cancer Foundation 

is a membership-based 
organisation and encourages those 
interested in our activities to join 
as members. Members have a 
key role in decisions made by the 
organisation through the election 
of the Board and the opportunity 
to attend the Annual General 
Meeting. Membership rates for 
voting are $20pa Single; $30pa 
Couples and are renewed from 1 
August each year. If you do not 
want to vote then we still want 
you to be a member, and you can 
join at no cost and we will keep 
you on our database to be sent 
newsletters and other information.
For more information or to request 
a membership application form, 
contact the National Office or visit 
the website. 

Make a Donation
Donations to support the 

Prostate Cancer Foundation can 
be made directly online through 
credit card or internet banking, 
or sent direct to the Foundation 
office.

Tax receipts will be issued for 
all donations. As a charity with 
no Government funding we 
appreciate the financial support 
of members, sponsors and donors 
who enable us to achieve our 
Mission.

For More Information

Postal: PO Box 301313, Albany,  
Auckland 0752
Location: Suite D Building E,  
42 Tawa Drive Office Park,  
Albany, Auckland
Phone: 09 415 2405 or 0800 477 678
Email: info@prostate.org.nz
Website: www.prostate.org.nz 

Registered NZ Charity No. CC30635

Support Groups
Join one of our peer- 

to-peer Support  
Groups networked  

throughout  
New Zealand.  

Check our  
website for  

details.

https://www.healthed.govt.nz/search?mode=pictureview&%20type=resource&f[0]=field_health_topics%3A42
http://prostate.org.nz/2014/01/criticism-ministry-health-brochures-unwarranted-2/
http://www.prostate.org.nz
https://regonline.activeglobal.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=955091
http://prostate.org.nz/make-donation/
http://prostate.org.nz/support-groups/

