
We never cease to be amazed at the creativity and energy that 
people demonstrate when they choose to support the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation. We have seen that clearly demonstrated in this 
year’s Blue September campaign, with a huge number of events and 
activities organised by a wonderful network of PCFNZ supporters.

And not just in September. People and groups organise their 
fundraising and awareness events throughout the year. In workplaces, 
community groups and in public spaces, our supporters are out there 
“doing their thing” – and this is greatly appreciated.

Our sponsors really come into their own in Blue September. 
The funds they raise, the staff they mobilise, and the messages 
they convey to their clientele are so important to the impact Blue 
September has on New Zealand men. We thank them, and value  
their support and in turn, encourage our supporters to support  
our sponsors.

We hope you are inspired in reading the great examples of activities 
in this newsletter.
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Blue September

Blue ribbons

What a hit they were 
this September! Many 
of our sponsors had 
them, participants 
in events, celebrities 
and media 
personalities wore 
them … overall we distributed 
over a quarter of a million of 
them, along with the donation 
boxes. And this is just our first 
year. Our goal is to have blue 
ribbon universally recognised as 
the symbol for prostate cancer 
within three years. We have made 
a great start. 

Sponsors

Placemakers had another year 
with extensive coverage of events 
across their branch network. 
Two events really stand out – the 
Tradies Breakfast at Riccarton 
Branch (Christchurch) raised over 
$50,000 and the Capital Scooter 
Challenge raised $20,000. In total, 
Placemakers raised $232,000 this 
September – thank you so much! 

Corys Electrical took to the 
roads of NZ this year with a 
Charity Roadie. After purchasing 
and restoring a 1979 Mini, 
General Manager Steve Priest and 

Marketing Manager Marcel van der 
Park climbed aboard and set off 
from Kerikeri Branch to drive to 
all their 44 branches throughout 
NZ. 4,100 kilometres and 2 weeks 
later they finished in Queenstown 
having attracted media along the 
way, met with staff and customers, 
and significantly, raised $70,000. 
What a great effort! 

Sky City hosted a Learn to Play 
Poker night for sponsors and 
guests to raise funds for Blue 
September. At the beginning of the 
month they lit up the Sky Tower in 
blue and also generously hosted 
our Blue September Launch 
Breakfast.

The Coffee Club is an expanding 
network of cafes throughout the 
country and again supported 
Blue September. Blue ribbons 
were available for customers and 
donations of 5c made for every 

cup of coffee. And what a great 
result! PCFNZ were presented with 
a cheque for $42,461 at the Blue 
September Appreciation event 
hosted at their Mission Bay café. 

Vodafone Warriors provided 
a game day event for their last 
home game of the season. 
Staff and volunteers collected 
donations from the crowd and 
Mad Butcher’s Lounge and also 
held raffles and an auction in the 
Corporate Lounge. Earlier in the 
week, players posed for media 
photographs with Sir Peter Leitch 
to show their support for Blue 
September.

Auto Super Shoppes supported 
Blue September in their network 
of mechanical workshops through 
NZ by selling ribbons and hosting 
local events. 



Vintage Harvest provided 
support through sales of tomatoes 
in Countdown and also posted 
a huge billboard outside their 
Pukekohe complex.

Mad Butcher, Farmlands and 
Green Cross Health (Life and 
Unichem Pharmacies) also came 
on board this year selling blue 
ribbons and collecting donations. 

Overall our sponsors and 
partners make Blue September 
happen and we thank them all, 
and all their staff and franchisees 
for supporting this year’s 
campaign. 

Ambassadors – Thank you!

We have a great team of 
ambassadors who appear at 
events, in the media and support 
our sponsors during Blue 
September. As volunteers, we 
know they give up valuable time 
and energy to be part of the 

campaign and we say “thank you” 
to all of them.

Events
Motorbikes featured in two big 

events this year. In the annual 
Bikers in Blue rally 260 riders 
rode from Placemakers Pakuranga 
to the Albany store where they 
spent their money on raffles, 
auctions and food and raised over 
$6000. This year’s Distinguished 
Gentlemen’s Ride took place in 
Auckland, Wellington, Nelson 
and Christchurch and raised 
over $40,000 for prostate cancer 
research. 

MS Ford in Nelson held a 
great Fun Run and ambassador 
Buck Shelford was on hand to 
congratulate all the entrants.

New ambassador David Hartnell 
organised a Celebrity Quiz Night 
in Auckland and has also been 
a great advocate for prostate 
cancer awareness throughout this 
campaign.

Patient Education Forums

Men with advanced, or 
metastatic prostate cancer often 
struggle to find information about 
their condition, possible treatment 
options and outcomes. This led 

to a sponsorship from Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals that enabled 
PCFNZ to host a series of 3 forums 
in Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch in August.  

Local clinicians were 
involved providing specialised 
presentations and Rea Wikaira, 
who has advanced disease, was 
also able to speak of his journey 
with prostate cancer.

These forums are now posted on 
the website at http://prostate.org.
nz/patient-forums/

National Prostate Cancer 
Conference 

This year’s National Prostate 
Cancer Conference was held at 
Te Papa in Wellington. We were 
privileged to have an exceptional 
group of speakers, including then 
Minister of Health Hon Tony Ryall.

The presentations given by all 
the speakers are available to view 
on the website at http://prostate.
org.nz/annual-conference-2014/

Auckland Marathon

The “Run for Prostate” team of 
26 runners was among over 17,000 
participants in this event in early 
November. Many in the team had 
set up online fundraising pages 

http://prostate.org.nz/patient-forums/
http://prostate.org.nz/patient-forums/
http://prostate.org.nz/annual-conference-2014/
http://prostate.org.nz/annual-conference-2014/


and in total raised over $23,000, 
the highest being Chris Patterson 
who raised $4,500! PCF staff and 
volunteers were out on course to 
encourage the runners and later 
gathered at the finish at Victoria 
Park where they provided a 
barbeque and refreshments for the 
runners and their support teams.

Rugby League Support

Maori Rugby League Tournament 

The He Waka Eke Noa team 
supported PCFNZ again this year 
and were turned out in a stunning 
strip featuring the Foundation 
logo. The team raised $1800 and 
has a keen interest in supporting 
PCNZ and promoting awareness 
as one of their team passed away 
from testicular cancer, aged 
just 21, last year. CEO Graeme 
Woodside and Ambassador 
Slade McFarland were there to 
support the team and hand out 
promotional materials to the large 
number of people attending the 
tournament.

Closer Links with Urologists

PCFNZ is delighted to now 
have a formal relationship 
with the Urological Society of 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Following discussions at the 
USANZ Conference in Brisbane 
earlier this year, a Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed 
by PCFNZ President, Mark von 
Dadelszen, USANZ NZ Section 
Chair Dr Stephen Mark, and 
USANZ President Dr David Winkle 
at the recent USANZ NZ Section 
meeting held in Wanaka. Mark 
had the opportunity to speak to 
the conference and expressed his 
appreciation of this new level of 
cooperation between PCFNZ and 
the clinicians.

From left to right - Stephen Mark, Mark von 
Dadelszen, David Winkle

Communication Networks 
Research

A research project supported by 
PCFNZ is seeking men who have 
experienced prostate cancer to 
complete a short survey about 
their communications networks. 
The research is looking to identify 
what networks men use for their 
support and communication 
through the diagnosis and 
treatment process.

The survey is only 6 pages long, 
it will take 15 minutes and can 
completed as a hard copy or 
online version. If you are willing 

to be involved please contact Dot 
Brown (University of Waikato) 
drp8@students.waikato.ac.nz   
Ph: 0800-924-528 ext 8064 or  
mob: 022-103-2702 .

Make a Donation

Donations to support the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation can 
be made directly online through 
credit card or internet banking, 
or sent direct to the Foundation 
office.

Tax receipts will be issued for 
all donations. As a charity with 
no Government funding we 
appreciate the financial support 
of members, sponsors and donors 
who enable us to achieve our 
Mission.

Become a Member

The Prostate Cancer Foundation 
is a membership-based 
organisation and encourages those 
interested in our activities to join 
as members. Members have a 
key role in decisions made by the 
organisation through the election 
of the Board and the opportunity 
to attend the Annual General 
Meeting. Membership rates are 
$20pa Single; $30pa Couples and 
are renewed from 1 August each 
year.

For more information or to 
request a membership application 
form, contact the National Office 
or visit the website.

For More Information
Postal: PO Box 301313, Albany,  
Auckland 0752
Location: Suite D Building E,  
42 Tawa Drive Office Park,  
Albany, Auckland
Phone: 09 415 2405 or 0800 477 678
Email: info@prostate.org.nz
Registered NZ Charity No. CC30635

Support Groups
Join one of our peer- 

to-peer Support Groups  
networked throughout  

New Zealand. 
Check our  

website for 
details.

Working Together 
Support Group Co-Ordinators – Workshop

Brentwood Hotel
16 Kemp St, Kilbirnie 

Wellington

Saturday 26 July 2014

MC John McFedries

9:30 Tea & Coffee 

10:00 Welcome – Mark von Dadelszen 

10:15 Running a Support Group – Chris Jones

11:00 Pasifika & Maori Groups – Mark von Dadelszen & Dene Ainsworth

11:15 Australian Support Groups – Anthony Lowe and David Sandoe

12.00 Linking to the National Office – Claire Gard

12:30 Working Lunch (informal networking) 

1:00 Professional Facilitators – Julie Crawley, EAP Works

1:30 Media Promotion – Mark von Dadelszen 

2:00 Interactive Outreach – Chris Jones & Ants Parder

2:40 Expanding Your Group – John McFedries

2:45 Wrap Up – Mark von Dadelszen

3:00 Afternoon Tea 

3:30 From the CEO  – Graeme Woodside

4:00 AGM

7:00 Dinner (partners / guests $25 charge)

This year’s Training Workshop 

focuses on how we can be more 

effective in providing Support, and 

also how we can better communicate 

the Awareness message and lift the 

profile of PCFNZ in our communities.

It is also a great opportunity to 

welcome new Co-ordinators, to 

build friendships, and to strengthen 

our networks among Co-ordinators, 

Board and management. Several 

“external” groups are also involved 

with us as we look at ways for 

“working together” with other 

organisations to expand our activities.

http://www.drp8@students.waikato.ac.nz
http://prostate.org.nz/make-donation/
http://prostate.org.nz/support-groups/

